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Be Still 
Last week our Year 6 students were able to get away from the day to day 
routines of school, sport and other ‘out of school hours’ commitments, to 
have the opportunity to participate in a three day aquatics camp at the 
Murraylands Aquatic Centre at Southport, near Murray Bridge.  This camp 
is set in an idyllic location, right on the river, with beautiful lawn areas and 
swaying gum trees – I can see why so many people take the opportunity to 
get away on vacations along our great river.
I was fortunate enough to assist on camp and I was able to enjoy the ‘time 
out’ from my normal routine as well.  Leaving the busyness of family life 
behind for a few days, I was looking forward to spending time with our 
senior students in a more relaxed, less hectic environment.

The pace however is far from slow! Each day started early and it was 
straight into all the exciting water activities.  So whilst it was a bit of ‘time 
out’ from our normal routines, it was also a busy and very active time as 
well.  
One of my nightly devotions on camp focused on how we can often be 
really busy people, a lot of the time.  We talked as a group about how this 
can be a good thing and sometimes not so good.  We don’t really want 
to be so busy all the time that we forget to stop, breathe and be still.  We 
wondered: How do you shut off, or step away to have God time? 
We tried an activity to be still and quiet and centre our minds for 2 
minutes.  After such a busy day it was a welcomed rest!  But, it was a 
challenge to clear our minds - completely.  It takes practice.  Clearing 
our thoughts leaves space for God.  God is not always about words.  
Sometimes we simply need to press pause on our busy lives, be quiet, and 
be with God.  Fortunately this very well run camp allows for quite a bit of 
down time too, a great opportunity to learn to ‘Be Still’.
“Be still and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among the nations, I will 
be exalted in the earth.”  Psalm 46:10 NRSV

Submitted by| Louise Venning

Upcoming Events
WEEK 3
WED 31 OCTOBER
• Come & Try Music Workshops at 
Endeavour (4.30pm-6.00pm) 

THURS 1 NOVEMBER
• Scholastics Book Club closing date
• Twilight Open Day, Endeavour College 
(4:00pm - 6:30pm)

FRI 2 NOVEMBER
• Shed Men

WEEK 4
MON 5 NOVEMBER

• Endeavour German visit
• Reception & Year 6 Excursion
• School Tour 9.15am

TUES 6 NOVEMBER
• Meet the Author Day

THUR 8 NOVEMBER
• Reception Transition 1

WEEK 5
TUES 13 NOVEMBER
• Reception Transition 2
WED 14 NOVEMBER
• Connected Schools Athletics Carnival
THURS 15 NOVEMBER
• Connected Arts Night at Endeavour
FRI 16 NOVEMBER
• Casual Day - Footy Colours
• Volunteers/Parent Morning Tea
SUN 18 NOVEMBER
• Picnic in the Park



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 6 Camp and Imogen & Fenella Healy

From the Principal
REFORMATION AND GRACE
Today the Lutheran Church celebrates Reformation 
Day. 

In the early days of the Christian church, Paul wrote to 
the believers in Ephasus, describing this love and grace 
to them. I like The Message Bible version of this:

Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in 
this world and the next to shower grace and kindness 
upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his 
work. All we do is trust him enough to let him do it. It’s 
God’s gift from start to finish! We don’t play the major 
role. If we did, we’d probably go around bragging that 
we’d done the whole thing! No, we neither make nor save 
ourselves. God does both the making and saving.

Ephesians 2:7-10 The Message

Five centuries ago, Martin Luther, an Augustinian 
monk, nailed 95 theses to a church door, sparking a 
movement for change in the church. Luther’s study of 
the Bible led him to realise that we are not saved by our 
efforts to do good or by paying money to the church; 
rather, we are saved by God’s grace and through faith 
in Jesus.

I am blessed every day to have a loving Father God 
who gives me freedom to make choices about my 
life, big and small, and then continues loves me 
unconditionally, regardless of how many mistakes I 
make. God’s forgiveness through Christ doesn’t just 
hide my mistakes. It works inside me to change me and 
remove my mistakes. It’s like they never existed. There’s 
no jokes at my expense, there’s no memes lingering on 
Facebook posts or on Google images to be retrieved in 
years to come. That’s Grace.

BARTON RESERVE RAMP AND STAIRS
This week, work begins on the ramp and stairs from the 
park to the school gate. This means that an area has 
been fenced off for the work to occur, including our 
back gate. In the interim, we will be using the gate that 
is in the back fence of the courts.

This will also mean a small amount of car parking space 
is affected to enable a safe walkway for pedestrians. 
If you are parking on the courts, please pay particular 
attention to the changes and take direction from the 
staff members on duty.

This project will likely run until the end of the term, and 
will be a great improvement to our access to Barton 
Reserve. Thanks for your cooperation!

CLASS ALLOCATIONS 2019
Later in Term Four, we will be creating class lists for 
2019. If you have any particular requests for class 
allocations for your child/ren next year, please email 
me at lmattner@stpaulba.sa.edu.au by the end of 
this week.  Please be aware that this is a complicated 
process which will take into account educationally, 
medically or socially relevant information. Therefore, we 
cannot take parent or student requests simply based 
on personal preference for teachers. As always, we take 
seriously the trust you place in us as educators to make 
the best decisions we possibly can for all students.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
CAR PARK
One of our more popular staff members, the ‘Do not 
turn right’ sign, (Signee to his friends) suffered an injury 
last week when he (yes, he) was hit by a car. Actually, it 
was more like he was steamrolled. 
Pushing past the irony of a traffic safety sign being hit 
by unsafe driving, this incident is indicative of how just 
one person driving in an unsafe manner can be enough 
to place others and their property in danger. In this 
case it was a car trying to leave the carpark, during 
pick up time, via the entrance driveway. I know to the 
absolute majority I am pleading for what you already 
do, but once again I ask for everyone to follow a few 
basic guidelines to keep everybody safe during drop off 
and pick up times.



UNSW
UNSW Mathematics test results have arrived and will 
be distributed this week. Students who achieved award 
level results will be presented with their certificates at 
the Year 3 assembly this Friday.

SPORTS DAY TEAMS/HOUSE SYSTEM
There have been a number of conversations this year 
regarding wellbeing structures at St Paul. At both 
School Council and staff meetings, the possibility of 
utilising our Sports Day teams (Linke, Neumann and 
Giersch) in this regard, has come up regularly. A result 
of this has been the ‘House Rotations’ which students 
have participated in on a few occasions this year. The 
idea behind these rotations has been to give students 
time with groups of teachers and students from 
different year levels, in activities and settings that allow 
new relationships to form. The aim ultimately is to form 
a greater feeling of belonging in students and to create 
smaller communities within our school to increase 
the sense of connectedness in all children. So far we 
believe that these initial trials have been successful and 
would like to capitalise on this in the future. 
To assist with this, I am asking for input from the 
wider community. Do you have any ideas on how can 
we improve on the current House/Sports Day team 
structures? This is not a question about Sports Day 
necessarily but rather about how these types of teams/
Houses can have an expanded role throughout the 
year. You may have experienced this in your own time 
at school or seen this work in other settings. If you any 
ideas or feedback please email me at 
jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

THE HEALY BMX TEAM
The Healy twins, Imogen and Fenella (Year 6), have had 
another busy week or two in the world of BMX racing. 
Imogen represented Australia in the Junior Trans-
Tasman Test Series in New Zealand two weeks ago! This 
event for 11-year old riders from around the region 
has showcased Olympians such as Sam Willoughby in 
the past, providing plenty of inspiration for the girls to 
chase their dreams. Imogen was part of a successful 
team that triumphed over New Zealand.

Last weekend both girls participated in  the BMXSA 
State Titles in the 11 Girls category. Imogen took gold 
and Fenella (reasonably new to the sport) took home 
bronze. This is a fantastic effort from both girls who 
turned up to the Year 6 camp bleary eyed after a flight 
from New Zealand and then went on to compete again 
over the weekend. Congratulations girls on all of your 
achievements.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
CONCERT DVDS 
Write your own story concert DVDs are available from 
the front office for $25 each.

PICNIC ON THE PARK
Sunday 18 November (Family Event). A flyer with 
information regarding the upcoming Picnic in the Park 
was sent home last week. Thanks to those families who 
have returned their attendance slip and have offered 
to help with some of the activities. If you have returned 
your slip without payment, please contact the front 
office for payment options (cash or card).

A jumpy castle with a slide has been secured and there 
will be a variety of games and activities for all ages! 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact Carly Bergen cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

VOLUNTEERS MORNING TEA 
Friday 16th November (week 5)

Please save the date if you are one (of our many) 
who kindly volunteer your time to support our school 
community. Invitations will be sent home this week.

FOOTY COLOURS DAY
Friday 16th November (week 5)

Students are invited wear 
‘footy colours’ in support of 
the Fight Cancer Foundation. 
Please bring in a Gold Coin 
donation. Footy Colours Day 
will coincide with PE Week.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader



General News
BOOK FAIR 2018
Thank you to all the wonderful St Paul parents and 
students who made the 2018 Book Fair such a great 
success. It was a very busy three days with lots of 
excited students. 

Thank you also to my amazing parent helpers Edda 
Paton, Lyn Ratsch, Liann Tape and Theresa Doyle; 
staff helpers Louise Porter, Carly Bergan and Sherri 
McPherson and Library Assistants Tianney Hong, Kelly 
Huynh, Rachel Ratsch and Jemma Gillard. 

The money raised through the Book Fair benefits the 
whole St Paul community as it goes directly back into 
purchasing books for our school. 

Wendy McLeod|Library Resourse Manager

CONNECTED SCHOOLS TRANSITION TO ENDEAVOUR 
COLLEGE – YEAR 7 IN 2021
The transition process for Year 7 enrolment in 2021 
has commenced! By now, all Year 4 Connected School 
families have received their Prospectus from Endeavour 
College, and now there is an opportunity to visit us in 
person on Thursday, 1 November, 4:00pm-6:30pm at 
our Twilight Open Day.

It’s an important decision and here at Endeavour, 
we strive to make the transition to secondary 
school seamless.  We also encourage you to submit 
the Enrolment Application Form, enclosed in the 
prospectus, as you have priority placing before 
remaining places are offered to general applicants from 
other schools.

We look forward to meeting you in person at the 
Twilight Open Day where you will get a firsthand 
experience as to the opportunities that await your child 
at Endeavour College.

Please contact the Registrar, Carolyn Wachtel at 
Endeavour College Ph: 368 3311 with any queries you 
may have regarding enrolment at Endeavour College.

ST PAUL APP
Have you downloaded the NEW St Paul Lutheran App? 
Search at the App Store “St Paul Lutheran School”.

SCHOOL LUNCH IDEAS
Stuck for ideas or need some inspiration? 

Check out www.schoollunchbox.com.au



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
Fax +61 8 8262 4216 
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
ST PAUL CELEBRATION WORSHIP – CELEBRATING SERVING
Sunday 18 November is the date for our upcoming St Paul Celebration 
Worship – Celebrating Serving.  Our worship service will be at 10:00am.  
If your children are keen to be involved in our special service time, or 
if your child is in the Senior Choir, please complete the permission 
slip coming home this week and return to school at your earliest 
convenience.  Please contact Louise Venning for more information 0416 
008 129.   

Stay for a coffee and chat after the service and then walk down the hill 
to the St Paul School Picnic in the Park 12.00pm-3.00pm. Our St Paul 
community coming together as one!

SPY NEWS
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday 
of the month during school terms.  Our next get together is on Friday 2 
November.  Time 7:00-9:00pm in the Church Hall. Cost is $2.00. Join us 
for games, chat and fun! 

Girls please bring something to share for supper. For more information, 
please contact Nicole Hall 0412 686 342.

SPIN CAMP 2019 
SPIN Camp is a four-day, three-night/state-wide camp run by Blueprint 
Ministries for young people in Years 4-6 (in 2018). The purpose of SPIN 
is to create an inclusive and encouraging community for young people 
so that they grow in relationship with Christ and others. 

When: 8-11 January 2019 

Where: Camp Kedron Barmera 

Cost: Early Bird Registration $180, Full Registration $195.00

Bus transport available with PU points at St Paul Lutheran Church Blair 
Athol for $20.00

This camp is very popular and often sells out fast. 

For more information check out www.blueprintministries.org.au/camps/ 
spin

PLAYGROUP
Playgroup @ St Paul runs during the school term.  Our Term 4 theme is 
‘Things that go Up!’.  Join us for fun with balloons, rockets, planes and 
giants each Tuesday during school term in the Church Hall from 9:00-
10.30am.  Cost is $2.00 per family. Please bring a small nut free snack 
for your child.  Tea and coffee is provided.


